William Rainey Harper College
Board of Trustees of Community College District #512
Counties of Cook, Kane, Lake, and McHenry, State of Illinois

Minutes of the Board Workshop of Thursday, July 16, 2026

Call to Order
The meeting of the Board of Trustees of Community College District No. 512 was called to order by Chair William Kelley on Thursday, July 16, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. in the Wojcik Conference Center, Room 214, 1200 W. Algonquin Road, Palatine, Illinois.
Roll Call
Present:   	Members Bijal Chaturvedi, Bill Kelley, Eric Knox, James Meyer, Walt Mundt, Nancy Robb, and Pat Stack
Late Arrival:	Student Member Benjamin Vergara Parra (2:07 p.m.)
Absent:    	None
Also present: 	Craig Duetsch, EVP Finance and Administrative Services; Bob Grapenthien, Assistant Vice President Finance and Administrative Services; Jeff Julian, Chief of Staff/Vice President of External Affairs; Dr. Avis Proctor, President; Colleen Rice, Board of Trustees Executive Assistant; Darlene Schlenbecker, Vice President - Planning, Research and Institutional Effectiveness; Dr. Michelé Smith, Vice President of Workforce Solutions and Strategic Alliances; Dr. Ruth Williams, Provost; Heather Zoldak, Chief Advancement Officer.
Guests: 	Veronica Brown, ICCTA Communications Specialist (via WebEx); Michael Kurtz, CampusWorks; Jim Reed, ICCTA Executive Director (via WebEx); Joel Reeves, CampusWorks
Approval of Agenda
Member Stack moved, Member Meyer seconded, approval of agenda.

Ayes: Members Bijal Chaturvedi, Bill Kelley, Eric Knox, James Meyer, Walt Mundt, Nancy Robb, and Pat Stack
Nays: None
Motion carried. 
Public Comments
There were no public comments. 
New Business
Exhibit V-A Approval of Administrative Appointment – Legal Counsel
Member Knox moved, Member Stack seconded to approve an administrative appointment, Legal Counsel, Lamesha Smith, September 7, 2026, $185,000/year.
Ayes: Members Bijal Chaturvedi, Bill Kelley, Eric Knox, James Meyer, Walt Mundt, Nancy Robb, and Pat Stack
Nays: None
Motion carried. 

Exhibit V-B Approval of Updated Administrative and Faculty Contracts 
Member Knox moved, Member Chaturvedi seconded to approve corrected Administrative and Faculty contracts. An administrative review identified errors in certain faculty and administrator contracts that had previously been approved at the May 2026 and June 2026 Board meetings. 
Ayes: Members Bijal Chaturvedi, Bill Kelley, Eric Knox, James Meyer, Walt Mundt, Nancy Robb, and Pat Stack
Nays: None
Motion carried. 

Trustee Vacancy Process
Chair Kelley stated that he had been called before the Illinois Supreme Court and will be installed as a Cook County judge on August 10, 2026. Therefore, Chair Kelley will be submitting his resignation sooner than expected. He noted once his resignation is submitted, that will begin the 60-day process for appointing a replacement trustee. Once the vacancy occurs, the Board may meet in executive session to discuss the process.
The Board discussed whether to first consider candidates from Trustee Hill’s vacancy process. Member Mundt noted that the prior process was extensive and included 24 candidates and 4 finalists and stated his belief that the Board could select an appointee from that pool without conducting another interview process.
Member Meyer noted that he had not been present for the prior interviews, and Member Chaturvedi also had not participated. Member Meyer requested that the Board conduct interviews again. Member Mundt noted that the interviews were recorded and suggested that Board members who had not attended review the recordings.
Student Member Vergara Parra stated that he would like to review the recordings and related documents. Member Chaturvedi also requested access to all materials. Administration will provide the documents to Members Chaturvedi and Vergara Parra. Because the recordings are from executive session, they must be reviewed in the office with an official from the College present by Members Chaturvedi, Meyer and Student Member Vergara Parra.
Member Knox asked whether the Board would need to confirm that the prior candidates remain interested. It was noted that the Board will define the process after Chair Kelley steps down. 
Member Chaturvedi noted that candidates should be informed about the April 2027 election.
The Board members discussed addressing the vacancy process next during executive session following Chair Kelley’s official resignation.
Chair Kelley appointed Vice Chair Walt Mundt as the Board of Trustee’s Foundation Liaison.
Closed Session
A closed session of the Board of Trustees of Community College District No. 512 was called to order by Chair William Kelley on Thursday, July 16, 2026, at 2:34 p.m., in the Wojcik Conference Center, Room 214, 1200 W. Algonquin Road, Palatine, Illinois. The reason for the closed session was pursuant to OMA section 2(c)(16): Self-evaluation, practices and procedures or professional ethics, when meeting with a representative of a statewide or regional association of which the public body is a member.

Member Robb moved, Member Mundt seconded, moving into closed session.

Upon roll call, the vote was as follows:
Ayes: Members Bijal Chaturvedi, Bill Kelley, Eric Knox, James Meyer, Walt Mundt, Nancy Robb, Pat Stack, and Student Member Vergara Parra.
Nays: None
Motion carried.
Colleen Rice left the room at 2:34 p.m. 
Bob Grapenthien left the room at 3:05 p.m. 
Joel Reeves and Michael Kurtz, CampusWorks, entered the room at 3:15 p.m. and left the room at 4:20 p.m.
Craig Duetsch, Jeff Julian, Darlene Schlenbecker, Dr. Michelé Smith, Dr. Ruth Williams, Heather Zoldak, and Jim Reed left the meeting at 4:25 p.m. 
Veronica Brown entered the meeting at 4:25 p.m.
Student Member Benjamin Vergara Parra left the room at 5:39 p.m.
Formal Actions
There were no formal actions.
Adjournment of Closed Session
Member Robb moved, Member Knox seconded, adjournment at 5:43 p.m.
Upon roll call, the vote was as follows:
Ayes: Members Bijal Chaturvedi, Bill Kelley, Eric Knox, James Meyer, Walt Mundt, Nancy Robb, and Pat Stack.
Nays: None
Motion carried.

Upon reentering open session, Chair Kelley stated that he plans to step down on August 7, 2026. Candidates will not be contacted until after the Board meets in executive session to determine the vacancy process on August 12, 2026.
Adjournment
Member Mundt moved, Member Stack seconded, adjournment at 5:55 p.m.
In a voice vote, motion carried.


_________________________          _________________________
 Chair		  Secretary


