“It is therefore necessary that memorable
things should be committed to writing




In the northwest suburban area that is the Harper College districr, discussion and planning for a
r college t as e mnittee t work on the project in 1961, a
sibility stud
nd including Gerald M

¢ Jones, Harold Slichenmyer, Eugenia Chapman, Mrs. R. B. Yadon and

Henry F. Sander recommended thar “the citizens of the rwo high school districes (211 and 214)

appropriate steps 1o bring o the vorers of the four townships the proposal that a communin

be shed.”

A referendum, held in March, 1
Bernstein, John A, | C. Hansen, Richard L. Johnson, Jessalyn M.
18 and Paul O 1 d. B the Board had hired the first
president, selected archirecrural firms to ¢ t ) d retained a consulting firm to make a

study of the districe to aid in cu

During the first six months of 19606, the 200 campus site wa
named \ am Rainey Harper C >, in honor of the sutstanding educator who was the
ident of the University of ('_:hicag{.v and ariginator of the community coll
« district voters were asked to sup
1idum passed in June 1966, and in September, $3.375 million in revenue bonds were sold.
7. the architectural master plan was completed and approved. The State of Hlinois approved

0 in trust for the

"My very first contact with
Harper College after applying for a
position with the opening college
was with the vice president of
instruction, Dr. Herbere Pankrarz.,
Dr. Pankratz should be credited for
being the person primarily
responsible for the selection of the
original faculty. Some of us have
since retiree, but there are a goodly
number of that original faculty still

present,

It is impossible to even begin to
try to revive the atmosphere which
prevailed at that time but anyone
who wishes to study early Harper
history in depth should make a
strong point of looking into the
contributions made by this man to
the beginning College. Whatever
this College is today can be traced

somewhat back to him.”

John Thompson,
former faculty member and

administraror



A phorograph taken of Harper faculty and administrators just prior to the beginning of classes included 66

persons. T'wenty-five years later 15 of the 66 are still at the College, a tribute to the initial selection process

and to the commitment and loyalty of Harper people. In September classes opened for 1,725

temporary facilities a Grove High Sch

“The Harper College
Library began in a small
portion of the Elk Grove High
School Library, separated from
it by a wall of shelving, Stan
Latko, Bob Thieda, Betty Cwik
and some pari-time workers
began working to assemble a
book collection soon after
President Robert Labti was
hired so as to have a library by
the start of classes. Since there
were na faculty to make
requests, they worked ordering
books from a list published by
AAJC called the Opening Day

Collection. This was a

standard procedure for new

: _ {'. d was bri '~'_'t- (1 " = RSl e s .
de’uﬂ’opmg community coifege’ sround was broken in October for the firse six buildings at the

( :.I.J”L‘g‘ll' CAImpus,

libraries. In the summer of

1967, Lotko lefi to take

another position and my e
mpleymen Degn Augaur 13, “Harper classes started in facilities.” On many occastons,
1967. " September 1967, beginning at the telephone operator, Bea .
' ' former director of library
4:00 pm, continuing to 10:00 Murphy, who made a great ——
pm, meeting in the classrooms contribution to Harper, and
used by the Elk Grove students others would make a run across
by day. The administrative the parking lot to use the school
offices and one quonset facilities, not too convenient —
building for faculty were on the especially in winter which was
back side of the student parking soon upon us.”

lot. All of these were without




“The Harper College
library had one outside direct
entrance and some work space
on the second floor during the
day. The faculty, an excellent
group hived by Herb Pancratz
and Lahti, came on board just
before classes started. George
Makas, head of the music
department, who stayed on at
Harper until he retired afler
15 years and was one of the
original excellent members of
the faculty, came in to look
over the library books bought
using the Opening Day list.
His comment: ‘This is a fine
collection of music books, bur
not the ones I would use to
teach my music classes.” Our
response: ‘George, you tell us
what books you need to teach
your classes, and those are the

ones we will buy.” That was the

librarys active and continuing
acquisition philosophy for all
Harper faculty. I hope it still is.

“Donn Stansbury began as
director of admissions at
Harper College as one of the
original staff, a ‘plank owner’
as the U.S, Navy refers to a
person who is one of a ship’s
original crew. Donn stayed at
Harper contributing
significantly to Harper’s success
and helping to develop
admission and student policies
until he retired, progressing
through a number of titles and
Jobs to vice president for

student affairs.”

Ambrose Easterly

students enrolled and

faculty size doubled

“We started the first

organized competition in
women'’s sports on the junior
college level. We started our
with limited funds and have
grown by leaps and bounds to
the full schedule of competition
today.”

Martha Lynn Bolt

"l was a student when the Harper physical plant consisted of two
mobiles stationed in the Elk Grove High School parking lot. The role
of @ mature adult veturning to school was a new concept, and
numerous times I would be stopped in the halls with a question from

students who assumed | must be a teacher.”

Florence Dorn




At the first commence-

ment in June of 1969,

students received degrees.

“When we first moved into
Building A from the Elk Grove
High School campus, I worked
from 2:00 to 10:00 pm. One
morning [ was surprised by a
call telling me the vice

president wanted me to come in
right away. I was told the vice
president’s secretary and her
student aide were absent that
day and the aide had the keys
for the office and files. I had 1o
try several places before
accepting the fact that one file
key could not be duplicated. Of
course that was the one he

wanted most.”

Betty Marscin,

former word processor

September of 1

69 in time o serve a fall enrollment of

student population two years ahead of the most liberal p

Students

continuing education courses

were offered for the first time that fall, Harper and

area business and industrial firms began coc

10 HARPER COLLEG!
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“I remember the
administrative rrailer where 1
registered ar the southwest
corner of Elk Grove High
School and having Spanish
classes in the high school,
having a tent for dental
students’ graduation (when [
played the piana) or was it my
graduation in 19697 1
remember the old stable where
we had golf and gym classes. I

remember when Steve Martin

came to Harper before he was
Jfamous.”
Pat Martindale

Ty
e

“One day when we were
still in the barn, a group of
students snuck a horse past Mr.
Geleh’s office on the first floor,
into my office on the second
flaor, to my surprise! That’s a

day I will never forger.”

Martha Lynn Bolt

assistant athletic coordinator

I'he Dental Hy

Clinic « L in 1969 and

nursing students wer

'|1\\'|. n recoeninoen

ceremaonie




“Harper gives students a
second chance, Katie received a
D" in Principles of Biology.
She didn’t pay much attention
in class, didn't study very much
and giggled quite a bit. A year
and a half later, Katie was
back in biology. The second
time she earned a solid “B” and
didn't gigale at all. I asked
Katie what had changed. She
said, ‘After high school, |
wanted to party and have fun.
[ fenew going 1o a four-year
school would be a complete
waste of money.” So she came to
Harper, checked out the college
seene and had a great time.
Afier a year and a half, Katie
had a career goal and was
excited about earning a degree.
[ could describe her as a hard
working student who most
instructors would enjoy having

in their classes.”

Neil Schanker
assistant professor

of biology

_—_— =

Formal dedication of

month-long dedication observs

“Some of my fondest memories ave of the lovely dinners that were
held for all staff members at Harper and the entertainment that went
along with them. The food was always great and Bea Murphy's wit,
Phyllis Scherer’s choreography and coaching and the great
performances of the staff members really made evenings of fun for the

]
rest of us.

Berty Marscin

full accreditation from the

North Central

Sthl}l.l 5.

Fall enrollment climbed

to 9,193 students and

residents.

enrollment in continuing

education cl

a4 percent.

EENEE=ST——

“Harper College brings me great memories. In 1973, when I was going to ESL classes I met my husband
there. Harper had offered great opportunities to all nonnatives to learn English as a Second Language. 1 still
remember the excellent staff of educators that showed us cave, [friendship and loving patience to all, These
were dedicated teachers like Jeanne Smith and Jean B. Chapman (who I saw a couple of months ago afier 18
years) and she remembered me and my name complete by looking at me. It was marvelous! | Jelt very happy
1o see such affection. 1 also worked for Harper a few years ago as an ESL teacher aide for Adult Educational
Development (nonnative literacy). 1 felt proud of this opportunity to help other people to learn English the
same way I did. Now I teach preschool children and I feel I owe it to Harper College for the opportunity to

learn another language. Thank you for the memories, Love,”

Leydi Sanchez




“One August day when
Harper had just started the fall
semester, 1 brought my young
daughters to school to see the
Canada geese. (They were a
novelty then.) President
McGrath, who was new to
Harper, saw them feeding the
geese and called Ray White to

take a picture, then later sent
the picture on to me. Those
girls are now married or
engaged, graduated from college
and both are elementary school
teachers in New York State and

Indiana.”

Solveig Bender,

math lab supervisor

crunch of 11,000 students in September 1

at by the completion in January 1¢

,of

building adjacent to the pow

tional cla

oms.

g




Harper's fieldhouse,
housing all physical
education acrivities, was
destroyed by fire in June
1973. This strucrure was a

former stable on the

property purchased for the

Harper campus in 1966.

4 _\'t"’i.'{}}'?g‘}"
Sloor of the ‘Barn' fall to the
first floor, and Myr. Gelch and

Dr. Lahti saying, There go a

lot of memories into a fir

Or. Lahti 1
sion to let t
burn, but ar the same time
letting the P.E. [
that we would still have aur

Jobs at Harper.”

Martha Lynn Bolt

B e — ]




Following the loss of the

huilding‘ the Cn]lege appii(‘d

r state appn_‘n-".-ﬂ o
ynstruct the permanent
physical education facility

ahead of the master plan
schedule. Denied initially,
approval was eventually
granted for construction
beginning June 1977, with

local funds.

The William Rainey
Harper College Educational
Foundation was established
to broaden and enrich the
College program through
support of projects that
could not be funded by the
College budget. Some of
those projects include a

rift from Allstate
Insurance for the installation
ymputer equipment to
benefit students with
disabilities; a GED
scholarship from the
Foundation and Motorola to
give students further
educational opportunities;
and the 2+1 Engineering
olarships funded b
Northrop Corporation and
D Company to gi
future leaders a boost in

their engineering careers.

“Harper College was the first or one of the very first in the United

States (world?) to q{fc’r child care while parents attended classes. This

was a big thing in the early 70s. Somehow (public relations) word got

around so that an ABC television crew showed up on the first day of

Fids’ classes. Following the publicity, we were overwhelmed with every
g Ly g

imaginable request for information about budget, furnishings, staf]
& Jlesss, : 8es, i3 !

and such.”

Charles _]oly,

associate professor of psychology

In the

tion of the |

of the original campus, purchase of a second site at

Palatine and Sche

ds in Arlington “tig]'ﬂs, and construc-

on thar sitc when required by

enrollment incre

“During high school, my
parents told me that my
freshman and senior years of
college would be my
responsibility, financially, and
that they would take care of
years 2 and 3. Well, 1 was not
a genius at saving maney while
in high school, and Harper
_!r:nr."f’({ !’”t"__,ﬁ‘”?ﬂ .Q‘NIHK fer H'T;”'é
full time and allowed me to
[findsh my last three years at

Sowthern Hlinois University. |

saved at least $3,000 by going
to Harper, and established a
good grade point average along
with good study habits. During
a summer break from S1U, I
took a elass at Harper that
allowed me to have enough

eredits to graduate on time in

four years, thus saving me more

maoney. Although I only went to
Harper for one year, it was a
smart, fun and financially

rewarding decision. "

Matt Gorecki




The College experienced a 25 percent increa

enrollment in the fall of 1 vhich brought the numbers

of students to more than 20,000 and utl

d parking.




Hnildings G and H were

completed in January
1€ and ground
breaking for Building
the Physical Education
Center, took place in
June. Ne

designed to be

and convenient for
disabled students and

alterations to original

achieving success at

Harper.

I was among those who
srr.i:yfd azf(.‘r}figf;rr on campus
because of the blizzard in

either 1977-78 or 1978-79.

Had a great time even though [

had to have ny car towed the

next day.”

Evelyn Peters,

clerk typist in the LRC, retired

in June 1979

While the 19
enrollment in continui

education cla

I am continually amazed
at the life stories my students
have to relate and how they
eventually returned to school.
Once such story was about a
father who had lost bis wife ro
cancer when she was around
30 years old. He had five
children to raise, and with his
mother-in-law’s help, he
sticceeded. He returned to GED
classes when his youngest child
was a senior at Conant. The
student, the father, wanted to
graduate at the same time as

his youngest child.”

Mary Pat Fontana,
AED adjunct faculty

Anather student, a truck

driver, decided to return to
school when he found he had
extra time to study. Two weeks
into the class he was promoted
1o disparcher and found atl his
[ree time gone. He continued
f&lﬂ'f’i ffﬂyw&{y (&'?'Sd fa’rm’d fjfl.f

GED.”

Mary Pat Fontana




The sharp drop in enrollment growth coupled with
staggering inflation in all arcas of operations resulred in
severe financial constraints and reorganization of the
College in 1977. Harper's first president, Dr, ert Lahti,
resigned in November. Dr. John Birkholz, vice president of
academic affairs, was appointed interim president. In July
of 1978, James J. McGrath was selected from 140

candidates as president of Harper College.

Ground was broken in April 1978 for Buildings I and J,
designed to provide laborarory, stfice and elassroom space

for the Division of Business and Social Science

After the defear of a second referendum, the College
\'-::rlril'illx'ti (|I|.' campus- wide L'”.HI! Lo CUl COsts .1I1L| ncreass
revenue. In the fall of 1979, enrollment once again showed
a slight increase. An economic downturn and rising tuition
costs at four-vear colleges made Harper the choice of

.'uidll!nsn.ﬂ L'l_l" lh 'rl_llh'l _\'nLllh as \u'" is ,ln:illll\ hl.'t"'..IH_!:[

new job skills

Buildings I, ] and M were completed and opened ro

classes during the 1979-80 academic year, and three new

transfer programs were initiated in the physical education

drcd.

“ Tom McCabe came to a night school class of Ken Jauch’s to
borrow keys to open the TMPS division office. Having a poor
memory, he left with Ken's keyring, which also contained keys to Ken's
car. Needless to say, Ken was surprised when he left that night to
discover his car keys missing. Tom had to be called to deliver them

about 12:30 am.”

Rich Bernstein,

professor of electrical engineering and physics




In August 1980, the

Northeast Center opened

in the Hawthorne School
in Wheeling, and was
relocated in the former
Stevenson School in
Prospect Heights in 19t
Harper College continued
to artract new students,

and t:xpurien'ccd an

enrollment increase of 6.2 :
By the end of the spring

P.l'_‘i'CL'nl' OVer l'hi.' pFC‘Vi('ILl-S

fall.

SCMESIEr, program

plannii 1s in progre

for College broadcasting

on the cable t sion

network to be installed

“We bad a student a few

years ago I{.’}iﬂ s E'.’L’?:If {.’xi‘”t’d’ [_)Hl'lll]g the summer

about attending the GED months, College officials

developed a program in

gmduaifmz ceremony., When he : -
[ the high wechnology area of

didn’t show up, the teacher was When 1 was a student “The best event at Harper computer aided design
very concerned and called him senator, the president of the Cnﬂege was when a car rolled and manufacturing
: (CADL ). The project
the next day to inrguire what senate did not have a g“w"‘{ He into the &zgﬂon.’ Norbiarg . ;
a recerv 1PI'}{TF| 11
had happened. He said, My had a Nerf football. If anyone beralds the arrival qf‘_“pr.t'ng Governor James Thomp-
wife gave me a surprise got out of order, he threw it at better than a Volkswagen son, who had placed
. — . ) » emphasis on arcracting new
gmduarmn party and I was tem. ﬂwz.tmg butt up in the water.

industry to Illinois by
baving such a good time | .
Michael C. Held, Susan Wirkus-Pundurs

opportuniti
staff and 1986 graduate PPt

férgor all about attending the
possible through commu-
ceremony. :
: ﬂl(:\' t_'l!”('!_‘ ) AMS. [n

addition, ar
Sharon Martin, W ek B
technology firms provided
AED adjunct faculey : 5 T

¥ assistance and support in
planning for the program.

th donation of

In October, the Friends of first Award for Excellence was program in cardi equipment from App

Harper was organized as 4 sresented to Barbara Fleming- technology. In Febr Ine., an area computer

support organization to Carney at the 1981 commence- permanent e tion of art firm, and

in informing the community ment. by the Colleg from manufacturers
abour programs and resources opened to the public. interested in using the
affered by the College, as well training program, the
to serve as a conduit to the with a f lege opened the CAD/
“ollege for suggestions from During the academ AM Center in the fall.
the conmmunity b Human Performance Laboratory ['his new facility and

Com p-_ll!‘\’llllg resourc

scholarship program of the in Building M th_dn offering

greatly expanded Harper's

Educational Foundation was fitness workshops to various

expanded through donations groups within the community, partnership with area

from several area firms. The and prepared to offer a care industry.




c8
found itself at a financial
»simpl
revenue was nor inc

at the same rare as I_'hl.' COSI

. Harper
ntinue to offer
s and
advantages on a 1965 rax

rate. In o to meer the

growing needs of the

community, 4 referendum
to increase the tax rate was

put on the ballot.

An outreach campaign
began with the formation
of a steering committee in
July 1984. The entire
Harper community
participated in helping o

get the word out.

Harper to
continue to provide quality
d also resulted
in closer ties among
faculey, staff and adminis-
trators who had work

together so well,

“When 1 first came to Harper as an adjunct faculty member, I was
visited in my class by Harley Chapman, my department chairperson.
After the visitation, Harley debriefed me, pointing out several things
that he noticed about my teaching. I was very impressed. I had never
had such a perceptive and appreciative observation. At that moment [
thought, “If this man is typical of the College, then Harper is a school

that takes teaching very seriously.”

Jerome Stone,

professor of philosophy




o

Since Harpe
opened classes in 1967,
transfer programs have been

ered which allow students
to complete the firse two
years of study at Harper and
then transfer to a senior
institution to continue

study toward a baccalaureare

degree.

E—y
“Regarding the articulation
with Northern on initial
dcceptance qf‘Harper credits,
we submitted our desives; .tfjcfy
sated no; we told them we
would encourage our students
to attend other state schools and
left the meeting. The next
morning they called and said
they would accept the credits as

ue ?’.‘:’ql{ﬁ'ftf(»i B

Donn Stansbury,

ormer registrar and vice
f d
president of student affairs
=  —

Students may prepare for
almost any major by
fulfilling general education
requirements of the first two
years at Harper. Over the
vears, the College has
worked to improve articula-
tion with Illinois colle
and to continue building the
national reputation for

ellence enj
since its establishment. As a
resule, transfer students have

found re ceptance of

crédits earned at | larper in

colleges and universi

aC the country.

“Rick Walsh received an
associate degree at Harper, and
continued education at
Southern lllinois University,
earning a bachelor’s degree. He
attended one year of graduate
school ar SIU, then continued
on to University of Miami at
Coral Gables, earning a
master’s degree at the School of
Architecture. He worked for the
U.S. government and was a
HUD official and city planner
for the state of Wisconsin. Rick
died January 21, 1991.”

Mirs. McDermott

(Rick’s mom)

One of the reasons for the
of the transfer
at Harper is the
quality of instruction. The
highly-qualified
vides the tran
with an excellent foundarion

for continued study

a grade point
average ¢ or bereer

L}'l'.{l'l th l’letl'l s \\-'I'It'}

entered the four-year college

freshmen.

“From the first day that
Jerry walked into microbiology,
[ sensed trouble. Jerry did
many of the things that annoy
teachers - coming to class late or
nor ar all, not paying attention
10 directions and always
looking totally bored. In short,
he made it abundantly clear
that he wanted to be anywhere
except in microbiology. After
flunking the first exam, Jerry
withdrew from the course. T
was not sorry to see him leave
and did not expect to see Jerry
again. The first week of the
next semester, guess who
walked in? Inwardly I groaned.
But ferry totally surprised me
by apologizing for his bebavior
last semester and explaining
that he had taken care of his
‘mental problems.” We shook
hands and I sensed a new Jerry,
niore mature and more
motivated. Jerry is taking other
courses this semester, but if be
retakes microbiology, I don't
think I need to worry abous

»

him.

Neil B. Schanker

“ommitment to
the individual student. As
stated in the transfer section
of the firs Jlicgc Bullerin,
e College will
pro essional
counselors ro aid
the student in the deve
ment of hi I) program,
Each program will be
designed in accordance
with the individual needs of

the student.” This

individualized approach is

beneficial to every Harper

student, and particularly
he]pl‘il] to the studenr who
wishes to railor a ansfer

m to meet the

INSEICULION,




Career Programs

offered by Harper
Throughour the fir
of the College’s existence,

Pft)f,_—"fi'll'n.‘; have been '.-lddt'd o

meet [hﬁ' i,:l:'['Ji‘.lIi]}"JllL‘['ll L{t‘ll'lill'lt'{ﬁ

created by expanding technol-

ogy, new business in the area
and to meet the chang
needs of residents of the
trict. The growth
and number of career

sricuted by Ha

the dynamic e my of the

region served by the C

Continuing Education

“Harperss entry into the continuing education field began with the

offering of classes in Barrington."

“In addition to the usual benefits a::quimd\ﬁnm ballroom

dancing, i.e., physical fitness, mental relaxation, emotional expression

and social skills, a ‘romantic’ benefit bas emerged. Because our classes

include single men and women as well as couples and our rotating

systemn allows everyone to meet each other, six marriagf,f have resulted

so far. The added benefit for us is all the enjoyment we have attending

so many weddings!”

Marilyn and Hank Turek,

l)l{“r{}UIIl L{Lil]t'.t‘ INstructors

“During my ﬁarbmam year
in College (1984-85), there

was an incredible number of

geese living around the north
ponds that lie between the
Euclid Avenue parking lots
and the north buildings where

most of my classes were. And

with the geese came govse poop

- lots of it. Dodging it on the
way to claises became a daily
routine and a great way to

exercise! [s this stifl a dubious

‘Harper tradition?”

Matt Gorecki
Communiry Orientation and

Involvement

nse to community
: ddil‘l:;_[_ gr::.tduatu
extension credi
offered by Illinois
universities. Management
training and development

._"Ctl'l'l'lill;ll 8 Were L{

omen’s

loped
relating to women's changing
roles and family life and

ting with reentr

college or the workplace. By
offering
locarions such as high schools,
industrial pi::.ims and local

vernment offices, the

Spe -ialized ograms for
employees of public service
departments and tilored
training for busin wdustrial

¢ offered on-site,

include business management,
personal finance, tarial,
microprocessors, small
computers and programming,
ng, photography,
fine arts, homemaking arts,
law, airline ces, foreign
languages, dance, physical

education, CAD and

minarion
Program (
continuing education courses
inars have shown a
= in enrollment
from the fall semester of 1¢
to the fall semest
. The number of
sections offered incre:

m 133 to 6

College/Community

Cultural Events

cars, the
has presented a wide vari
F cultural arts programs for
, staff and a
ents. The modestdy
priced programs have
fearured well-known

Ft'}l'!'l'I.L‘ Isd I'll.'j I\'.‘i'il! rers.

The music department
presents several concerts each
semester featuring choral and
inscrumental groups with
membership drawn from
students, faculty and
community residents. The
groups are also represented in
the cast, crew and orchestra
for spring and fall produc-
rions of the Harper Coll

- dinner/t

-d for cach

production

event anticipated by the

Cl,’rl]“‘ﬂt,il]ll!’\_.’ CVEry semester.

The art department

semester h'.-iﬁ

included films, recitals and
s, art exhibirs

and lunch hour entertain-

ment.




From the beginning, the
College board and administra-
tion have been commirred ro
the concepr of an institution
oriented ro its communiry.
Harper has enjoyed and
benefited from a heartening
involvement and interest by
members of the community
who continue to give countless
]'lUU rs to accom Pli‘rh ](&'_\_r“ Pl]as('b

of the College’s programs.

Advisory commirtee

Il'l“_‘m]JL’]'ft SCIL‘CYL’CI ii'om [ht?

. - ' ¢
COMIMmunLy tor l]‘l(’.ll' CXPETTIsc

and knowledge give support to
Harper on career programs,
management training seminars
for business and industry,
women's programs, senior
citizens' programs, public
relations, the College’s long

range rJl:'I.I'I &1]1(] "‘Lll'l({ l'ili.@llllg_

Communicy leaders serve as
volunteer directors of the
Harper (T(J“ugc Educational
Foundation, which provides
scholarships, supports special
educational seminars and
funds curriculum development
projects of faculty to enhance
the educational programs of

the College.

President James McGrath
retired from Harper College
in 1988 and went on to
pursue other interests. The
new president, Paul N,
Thompson, came on board
and immcdi:&tui_\-’ issued a
challenge: 1o “build commu-
nity” at Harper College. The
community and College
personnel re&p(mded to the
new president's cha”engﬁ and
embarked on a process to
form a shared vision to carry
the College into the 2 1st

century.

A total of 72 focus groups
made up of College personnel
and community members met
over a 16-month period and
produced a document called
“Qur Preferred Future,” The
statement enumerated 12 goals
which continue o guidt‘ the
activities of Harper College.
The cotnerstone of thar
document is quality teaching and
active learning, Like the
community it serves, Harper has
mirrored the changes in its

service district.

From the beginning, the
College has aimed art the highest
educational standards and
maintained an ongoing internal
evaluation. In that same spirit of
reaching and setting new goals,
the College is now implementing
the Preferred Future plan and
continues to call upon commu-
nity members to be involved in

the future of Harper College.

Meeting the needs of new
technology, expanding enroll-
ment, diversity and a global
economy will continue to present
a challenge to the Harper

community.

For the first time since 1979,
new construction is taking place,
A classroom building which will
house a new bookstore and art
studios is to be cumplcrud by
December of 1993, The new
building will connect Buildings P
and F, providing an inside
passageway from Bui'ding Ato

Building F.

The new construction will help
alleviate the space needs
actributable ro the growing
student population, which

peaked at 28,000 in the fall of

1991. Projections for 1992-
93 show that trend will

conrinue.

Changing, Growing,
Responding describes the
spirit of the past 25 years at
Harper College. Conceprs
such as the Preferred Future,
Strategic Planning and
Quality have become more
than just esoreric ideas for a
few. The | larper administra-
tion, ﬁicu]r)-' and staff are
translating cthese concepts
into very specific goals and

objectives.

The Silver Anniversary
Celebration year (1992-93)
is a special opportunity to
highlight the accomplish-
ments of the Harper faculty,
staff and students, to
recognize the contriburions to
the College from the
community, and to say thank
you to all our partners in

education.

The Silver Anniversary also
provides a time to reflect on
Yesterday's Dream, while
facing Today's Reality and
looking forward to

Tomorrow’s Promise.

As Harper plans for the
furure, community participa-
rion will conrinue to be
sought as an imporrant
element in developing
programs and resources for

the community.
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