William Rainey Harper College
Board of Trustees of Community College District #512
Counties of Cook, Kane, Lake, and McHenry, State of Illinois

Minutes of the Closed Session, Friday, February 27, 2026

Call to Order
A closed session of the Board of Trustees of Community College District No. 512 was called to order by Chair William Kelley Friday, February 27, 2026, at 2:03 p.m., in the Wojcik Conference Center, Room 214, 1200 W. Algonquin Road, Palatine, Illinois. The reason for the closed session was pursuant to OMA 2(c)(3): The selection of a person to fill a public office, as defined in this Act, including a vacancy in a public office, when the public body is given a power to appoint under law or ordinance… 
Roll Call
Member Robb moved, Member Mundt seconded, moving into closed session.

Upon roll call, the vote was as follows:
Ayes: Members Bill Kelley, Eric Knox, Walt Mundt, Nancy Robb, Pat Stack.
Nays: None
Motion carried.
Absent:   	Member James Meyer
Also present: 	Jeff Julian, Chief of Staff/Vice President of External Affairs
Guest:		Bijal Chaturvedi
Discussion 
Jeff Julian and Bijal Chaturvedi entered the room at 2:06 p.m. Julian left the room at 2:07 p.m.
The Board introduced themselves to the candidate. Chair Kelley gave a summary of the Trustee position. The Board asked the candidate eight prepared questions. 
Jeff Julian entered the room at 2:54 p.m. Julian and Chaturvedi left the room at 2:55 p.m.
The Board adjourned briefly before reconvening to review the qualifications of each candidate. Following thorough deliberation, the Board reached consensus on their preferred candidate to be considered by the full board for appointment to the vacant seat at the March 11 special meeting.
The Board continued discussing what would happen if another member steps down in December 2026. In that case, the appointed Trustee’s term would be from their appointment at the end of 2026 or beginning of 2027 until April 2027. The Board is seeking clarification on whether this period would be a five-month or two-year appointment. Member Stack raised concerns about having an appointed Trustee serve for such a short time before the April 2027 Consolidated Election.
Chair Kelley stated encouraging the finalist candidates to remain engaged with Harper College, while Secretary Robb advised that they attend Board meetings. Member Knox recommended that the candidates consider petitioning and running for election in April 2027. The Board also discussed informing the candidates about the possibility of another appointment before the end of the year, as well as the availability of three seats in the April 2027 Consolidated Election.
Chair Kelley plans to reach out to the primary candidate to reiterate the commitment and ensure they are still interested in the position. He will follow up with the other finalist candidates as well. The Board would like more information regarding the timing of submissions for the April 2027 Consolidated Election.  
Formal Actions
There were no formal actions.
Adjournment of Closed Session
Member Robb moved, Member Knox seconded, adjournment at 4:05 p.m.
Upon roll call, the vote was as follows:
Ayes: Members Bill Kelley, Eric Knox, Walt Mundt, Nancy Robb, Pat Stack.
Nays: None
Motion carried.
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