
 
 
 

Captain Marvel and the Art of Nostalgia 
 
by Brian Cremins 
 
Forthcoming from the University Press 
of Mississippi, 2017 

The book’s cover is by painter and 
cartoonist Keiler Roberts. She is in the 
process of finalizing the design.  



C. C. Beck’s splash page from Shazam! No. 1, Feb. ‘73 



Whiz Comics No. 2, February 1940  
(Scan from The Shazam Archives, Volume 1)  



“Give him a set of blueprints of a building  
you have in mind and he’ll make you a fine  
‘artist’s rendering’ of what it will look like  
when finished. If it looks cheap, uninspired,  
shoddy, it’s not C. C. Beck’s fault. If you give  
him a poor story to illustrate, he’ll make  
drawings that will show you just how cheap, 
uninspired and shoddy your story is. He has  
been doing this since he was about two  
years old, as all kids do. Kids draw beautifully.  
C. C. Beck just didn’t quit . . . he’s still at it  
over sixty years later.”  
 
--C. C. Beck in Special Edition Series: Whiz  
Comics (1974) 

Beck in a photo by Ron Lambson, from The Comics Journal No. 95 (page 57) 



“Note to editors—It may be redundant to say it, but writers and artists, 
if they have any pride, want to give their best work. I believe Beck and I 
have always had pride in CMA [Captain Marvel Adventures].” 
 
--Otto Binder, undated note, probably 1952  
 
(Courtesy of the Cushing Memorial Library/Texas A&M University. 
 Photo of the Becks and Binders from Comixscene No. 2 Jan./Feb. 1973) 



Captain Marvel Adventures No. 82 (March 1948) 



From The Rocket’s Blast Special #8 (1970)  
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