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Audio/Video Arts Technology 
• Music & Communication Arts 

• Hands-on curriculum 
• Careers in audio engineering, 

live sound, audio tech, A/V 
video production.

Audio/Video Arts Technology 
Certificate



Recognizing a Need
• Career cluster growth 2010--2020

Based on 
EMSI Labor 
Market 
Data, Sept 
2021
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• Regional Programs: Recording Arts Tech
• Columbia College Chicago
• SAE Institute of Technology-Chicago
• Elgin Community College
• Prairie State College
• Waubonsee Community College

• 359 annual openings @ $21.09 median earnings
• EMSI, September 2021

• Regional Programs: Film/Video
• College of DuPage
• Columbia College Chicago
• DePaul University
• Governors State
• University of Chicago

• 128 annual openings @ $28.91 median earnings  (Editors)
• EMSI, September 2021

• 74 annual openings @ $22.76 median earnings  (Camera Operators)
• EMSI, September 2021



Course Sequence
• Fundamentals of 

Audio Technology (3)
• Multi Camera Video 

Production (3)
• IT Fundamentals (3)

First 
Semester

• Recording 
Techniques (3)

• Video Editing (3)
• Broadcast Graphics 

(3)

Second 
Semester

• Mixing and 
Mastering 
Techniques (3)

• Internship* (1-3)

Third 
Semester

*Internships will be arranged with surrounding A/V companies and studios 
as well as at Harper - such as the PAC and radio station. 



Articulation Agreements
• Articulation agreements will be pursued with Illinois universities that 

offer Bachelor’s degrees in Electronic Music, Audio/Video Arts 
Technologies or Mass Communication. Conversations have already 
begun with Northern Illinois University and Columbia College.



Advisory Committee
• Jesus Ortiz, Chief Engineer at Black Lion Audio
• Josh Young, Creative Services Gov. State University
• Tom Schnecke, VP of Engineering CBS Chicago
• Mike Dorris, Owner of InRush Broadcast Engineering
• Dr. Daniel Dehaan, Assistant Professor Columbia College
• Jim Caroll, Instructor SAE Chicago
• Neil Gustafson, Production Manager at House of Blues
• Victoria Salzar, Sound Editor at NoiseFloor
• Dave Dluger, Harper College, United Center and Cubs Video Tech.



Innovations in Current 
Curriculum



Music Theory and Aural Skills
• Restructured curriculum in Music Theory I-IV courses.
• Restructured Aural Skills I-IV courses.
• Incorporated interactive ear-training software Auralia

into the Aural Skills curriculum.
• Incorporated notation software and digital audio 

workstations into Theory courses.



Auralia



Student 
Projects

Aidan Olsen
Music Theory III Final 

Project



Student 
Projects

Coby Pozo
Music Theory I Final 

Project



Student Club

The Accidentals
• The student-led group performing a cappella music together

• learning a cappella music
• performing for students, staff and families
• participating in a cappella competitions
• Advisor:  Ed Hamel, Music Department



New Course: MUS 179 - Private 
Lessons in Composition

• Individual instruction for students wishing to improve their 
composition and songwriting skills. 

• One-hour weekly lessons, both acoustic and electronic composition
• Orchestration, arranging, music application, software, production, 

film scoring and other formats of composition. 
• Students will create and present a completed work during a final 

listening critique amongst their peers. 



Community of Practice

• “Forging Diversity in Music Academia”
• The goal of this CoP was to learn the advantages of 

incorporating technology into music curricula and its 
beneficial impact on diversity and integration. 



Recruitment
• High School Recruitment Video



Recruitment
• Brochure



Questions?
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