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For First Time in College, Credential-Seeking Students
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Each Cohort
Had Similar 

First Year Persistence Rates



The Fall 2019 Cohort had no change in
FA-SP and FA-FA retention rates

(which tend to be predictors of Graduation Rates).

What other clues 
exist to explain 

the higher 
graduation rate? [EMM’s] are

early, leading
indicators that
strongly predict

student completion.

“



Higher Graduation Rates When Achieving any of the Five Momentum Metrics
First Time in College, Credential-Seeking Students Who Began Fall 2019
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Attain Credit Momentum

Complete ENG 101 and College MTH

Pass 'Start Smart'

Develop a Personalized Academic Plan

Select Major/Program of Study

By End of 1st 
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Momentum Metric Achievement Explains the Increase in the Fall 2019 Graduation Rates

Achieving All Five
Momentum Metrics

16 pp increase 

Fall 2018 Cohort:  11% 

Fall 2019 Cohort:  27%



Students who follow the Path for Success graduate at a rate 3X HIGHER 
than students who do not

75%
Graduation Rate



Momentum Metrics to Achieve by the End of the First Semester

Select a major/ program of study

Develop a personalized
Academic Plan

Complete a college success 
Start Smart course

• Supporting deciding students

• Critical persistence predicative variable

• Advising ‘call to action’

• Start Smart Policy

• Compliance and successful completion



Momentum Metrics to Achieve by the End of the First Year

Complete ENG 101 and a
College Level Math Course

Earn at least 24 credits (if FT) or
12 credits (if PT)

• Institutional Effectiveness Measure

• Developmental Education Reform Act

• Compliance rates

• Institutional Effectiveness Measure

• Summer enrollment nudges

• 8-week format programs

• Balance among in-person and online course modalities



Socialization

Student Name
123 Main St.
Palatine, IL 60067



Focus on raising 
Momentum Metrics’ 
rates of achievement

Higher
Graduation Rates

Q & A
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