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Northwest Side Story
An evening of retrospect and celebration
at the Performing Arts Center dedication

March 20th marked the dedication of the new Performing Arts Center at Harper
College and the unveiling of the donor wall that recognizes hundreds of
supporters to the magnificent center.

More than 300 guests enjoyed a cocktail reception and were then seated in the
theater where they were treated to the Center's first performance, West Side Story,
directed by Mary Jo Willis. "Directing West Side Story in the new Performing Arts
Center was a dream come true, Willis said. "For me it was the culmination of
many long years of struggle. It was an end for me, personally, in the sense that I
was taking early retirement, but also a beginning for my faculty colleagues and the
students who will work in the space and for our audiences who will enjoy many
outstanding performances and concerts."

Dr. Robert Breuder, Dick Hoffman, Kris Howard, Dr. J. Harley Chapman
and Barbara Barton spoke to the guests about the history behind the creation
of the Performing Arts Center and the unveiling of the new donor wall. They also
surprised Willis by unveiling a dedication plaque erected in her honor and in
recognition of her many years of service at Harper College.

The plaque reads: The Harper College Educational Foundation honors Professor
Mary Jo Willis in tribute to her invaluable assistance with the Patron of Arts
Campaign, her dedication to the Performing Arts and her pursuit of excellence
in teaching.

"Deeply and profoundly grateful also sums up my feelings about the gala opening
of the new PAC Center and the marvelous tribute the Foundation gave me," Willis
said. "I was stunned and surprised by the presentation of the beautiful plaque in
my honor. It was, truly, totally unexpected. How lovely to be recognized in such a
lasting way!" continued on page 2

In Brief..

Daily Herald Vice Chairman/Executive Vice President Robert
Paddock Jr. and Harper College President Dr. Robert Breuder
celebrate the debut of the Daily Herald Box Office.
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The College enrollment continues to
thrive, with our summer semester
providing a 6.49 percent increase in
full time enrollment and a 10.6 percent
increase in applications.

During the past year, the Educational
Foundation supplied more than $357,000
in scholarships, awards, grants and
capital development funding.

The Foundation awarded $40,000 in
Resources for Excellence grants to six
Harper programs for the 2003-2004
school year.

The Foundation welcomes four
community members to the Foundation
Board of Directors: Frank Becker, UPS;
Robert Glorch, Law Offices of Robert
H. Glorch; William Graft, Graft, Jordan
& Curtis; and Robert Placko, Motorola.

The artwork of May Harper graduate,
Kelly Stachura was featured at the
prestigious Small Works Art Exhibition,
hosted by the Harper College Educational
Foundation and the Omron Foundation.
She is the youngest artist to have her
work displayed at the exhibit

The Harper College Educational
Foundation Golf Open 2003 raised
$60,000 for Resources for Excellence.

The Performing Arts Center was
dedicated on March 20. More than 300
guests attended the unveiling of the
Advocate for the Arts Donor Wall and a
West Side Story performance. Arsenic
and Old Lace, the next theatrical
performance in the Performing Arts
Center, will run November 14 to 22.

Three new scholarships, the John and
Melanie Frieburg ESL Endowed
Scholarship, the Royal American Bank
Displaced Homemakers Scholarship and
the Betty Windham Memorial Fund,
were created to help Harper students go
forward with their educational goals.
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