The Harper Ensemble Theatre Company
Liberal Arts Division
and Cultural Arts Committee Present

Adapted and Directed by Kevin Long*
Sunday, February 28 at 8:00pm

CAST

Oberon/Theseus ................................................................................ Bobby Izumikawa
Titania/Hippolyta ....................................................................................... Lexi Colatorti
Egeus/Peter Quince ........................................................................................ Alex Berg
Hermia ......................................................................................................... Bella Canela
Helena ....................................................................................................... Lizzie Ferrazza
Lysander ......................................................................................... Matthew Crutchfield
Demetrius .................................................................................................. Jason Hidalgo
Puck ................................................................................................... Matthew Froehling
Bottom....................................................................................................... Marcus Pallan
Flute/Cobweb ........................................................................................ Christine Nuzzo
Snug/Peaseblossom ......................................................................... Benjamin Dawson
Starveling/Moth..................................................................................... Jennifer Gehrke
Snout/Mustardseed ................................................................................... Joey Tomaso

CREATIVE TEAM

Director ...........................................................................................................Kevin Long
Stage Manager ..................................................................................... Emma Ferguson
Dramaturg .............................................................................................. Mary T. Christel
Artwork ................................................ Melissa Placzkowski from Silver Hound Studio
Videographer ................................................................................. Erik Bonilla-Sanchez
Theatre Technical Director ...................................................................... Chelsea Lynn
Manager, Conference and Events Services ....................................... Thomas Lange

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Kevin Long (Director), Nominated for The 2015 Tony Award® for Excellence in Theatre Education
and Co-Author (along with our dramaturg Mary T. Christel) of the book Bring on the Bard: Active
Drama Approaches for Shakespeare’s Diverse Student Readers, is an Associate Professor of
Theatre at Harper College, the recipient of the 2018 Motorola Solutions Foundation Endowed
Award for Teaching Excellence, recipient of the 2012 Illinois Theatre Association Award for
Excellence in College Theatre Teaching, and an Associate Member of the Stage Directors and
Choreographers Society. Kevin is a nationally recognized expert in teaching Folio Technique
and frequently presents his workshop “Shakespeare Whispers Into Your Ear,” which explores the
language and theatre of Shakespeare through the use of the 1623 First Folio. Kevin teaches
Folio Technique for Chicago Shakespeare Theater’s Education Department, Actors Training
Center, and at various institutions and theatres across the country.
See also
www.kevinlongdirector.com.
Mary T. Christel (Dramaturg) currently is the curriculum developer for TimeLine Theatre’s Living
History program, which offers residencies and hosts performances for Chicago Public School
students. She has served as dramaturg for Harper’s production of Shakespeare in Love last
season. Mary co-authored Bring on the Bard: Active Drama Approaches for Shakespeare’s
Diverse Student Readers with Kevin Long and writes about Shakespeare in contemporary film
and popular culture. She is proud graduate of Northwestern University’s theater department.
Go ‘Cats!
Emma Ferguson (Stage Manager) has been actively involved in theater from a young age. She
is ecstatic to be a stage manager for the first time in her eighth production at Harper College
Ensemble Theatre Company. She would like to thank her family and her teachers for their love
and support over the years.

ABOUT THE CAST
Alex Berg (Egeus/Peter Quince) is making their first appearance with the Harper College
Ensemble Theatre Company. They have worked in the ensemble for many Schaumburg Park
District productions including Bye Bye Birdie, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, The Lion King Jr,
and Mulan Jr. They are planning to transfer to DePaul University next year to pursue a BA in
German Language and Education and would like to thank their friends and family for their
support.
Bella Canela (Hermia) is so excited to take on the role of Hermia in this production of A
Midsummer Night's Dream. This will be Bella's third show at Harper College. She very much looks
forward to working with such a great group of actors and hopes you enjoy our virtual show!

Lexi Colatorti (Hippolyta/Titania) is making her debut with the Harper College Ensemble Theatre
Company. Her most recent on-stage performance was as Wendla in Spring Awakening (Find
Your Light Theatre). When she isn't seen acting on stage, she is directing the youth theatre
program at Steel Beam Theatre! She wants to thank her family and friends for the endless
amount of love and support she has received, as well as this amazing cast she has gotten to
work with. She hopes you all enjoy this wonderful show!
Matthew Crutchfield (Lysander) is very excited to be involved in this year’s production of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. Past credits include Shakespeare In Love (Will Shakespeare),
American Idiot (Featured Ensemble), Love/Sick (Mark). Thanks to family and friends for their
encouragement through the years and especially to tonight’s audience for supporting the arts
at Harper College!
Ben Dawson (Snug/Peaseblossom) is making his first appearance with the Harper College
Theatre ensemble in A Midsummer Night's Dream. Ben has performed Shakespeare's Twelfth
Night in middle school and is back for another fun play! Ben is currently a Sophomore at Harper
working on his Associates in Art. After the spring semester, he is planning on transferring to
Columbia College Chicago to hopefully be a Film Editor sometime in the future. He took Intro
to Theatre in his second semester and decided to take everything he learned and apply it to
a real performance. Thank you Kevin Long for your help through all of this and for giving me
the opportunity to do this.
Elizabeth Ferrazza (Helena) is thrilled to be making her second appearance with the Harper
College Ensemble Theatre Company! Previous shows include Harper’s Shakespeare in Love as
well as various theatrical productions at John Hersey High School. She wishes to thank Mrs.
Becker as well as her friends and family for their support. "It is not enough to speak, but to speak
true." - Act V, Scene I
Matthew Froehling (Puck) Making his freshman year debut, Matt graduated from Fremd High
School having been cast in every single show since his freshman year and achieving
International Honor Thespian status in the process. He hopes to share his passion for the theatre
with audiences and fellow actors alike and is hopeful in the prospect of making acting a
lifelong career.
Jennifer (Jenny) Gehrke (Starveling/Moth) is thrilled to be performing in her first production with
Harper College. Jenny has been involved in the performing arts since she started taking dance
lessons at the age of three. Jenny has been involved in band, choir, and theatre for many
years. Jenny also recently got contracted to perform with the Blue Stars Drum and Bugle Corps
on tuba. Jenny would like to thank Kevin Long for giving her this unique opportunity to continue
her passion for the performing arts though theatre and hopes you enjoy the show!

Jason Hidalgo (Demetrius) is making his first appearance on stage and is honored to be working
alongside many great people. Although an online stage isn’t the best introduction to
performing in theatre, we’re still going to be putting on an incredible show and he is very
excited to be along for the ride! He is a second year student at Harper College and is going
into nursing, with plans to move on to a 4-year college in the future to finish his bachelor’s
degree.
Bobby Izumikawa (Oberon/Theseus) is a graduate of William Fremd High School, a Harper College
student, and is participating in his first play with the Harper Ensemble Theatre Company. He is
excited to play the roles of Theseus and Oberon as well as working with everyone on this virtual
production. He thanks Kevin Long, Emma Ferguson, and the rest of the cast for their support during
the production of this play. Please enjoy our work!
Christine Nuzzo (Flute/Cobweb) is making their first appearance with the Harper College
Ensemble Theatre Company. With previous credits including The Wicked Witch in The Wizard of
Oz (Parker Playhouse) and Rona Lisa Peretti in The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee
(Parker Playhouse).
Marcus Pallan (Bottom) is beyond excited to be performing in his fourth show at Harper College,
and cannot express enough his gratitude for the experience, opportunities, and true honor the
theatre has given him. Marcus is the 2020 recipient of the Mary Jo Willis Theatre Scholarship.
He thanks his family for their never ending support of him and the theatre. James 1: 2-4.
Joey Tomaso (Snout/Mustardseed) is making his first appearance with the Harper College
Ensemble Theatre Company. Other credits include Beast in Beauty and the Beast, Jr. (Elk Grove
Park Theatre), King Triton in The Little Mermaid (Schaumburg on Stage), and Wiesel in Newsies
(also SOS). He's a recent graduate of James B. Conant High School and wants to thank his
friends and family for their love and support. Joey currently studies biology at Harper College.

